PREFACE

Parasara Bhatta occupies a pre-eminent position
among the Srinivasanava-acarya-s belonging to the
post-Ramanuja period. As a matter of fact he
was a younger contemporary of Sri Ramanuja (11th
cent. A.D.) and was the son of Kurattalvan,
Ramanuja's foremost disciple. According to one
tradition Parasara was also the spiritual successor
of Ramanuja.

The contributions of Ramanuja and his
predecessor Yamuna to Visistadvaita have received
the attention of scholars. The post-Parasara
polymath Vedaanta Desika and his works have
also been attracting scholars from time to time.
One of the great predecessors of Vedanta Desika
who considerably influenced his thinking was
Parasara. Dr. G. Oberhammer of Vienna University
(Austria) made an analysis of the fragments from
Parasara's Tattvaratnakara which are preserved
in Vedanta Desika's works. Parasara's stotra--s
have also been published with Tamil explanation
by   Sri   P.B.   Annangaracharya   Svamin   of
Kanchipuram.   The   Astasloki   and   Visnu-
sahasranamabhasya of Parasara have also been
published with English translation and explanatory
notes by Sri T. Bheemacharya and Prof. A.
Srinivasaaghavan respectively. The commentary on
the Tiruneduntantaka stanza and the Tirumanjana-
kavi--s are also published. Still no attempt has
so far been made to study all the available works
of Parasara in a synthesize manner with a view
to evaluate his contribution to the growth and
development of the Srivaisnava religion and
philosophy, which is now known as the Visistadvaita.